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CAIRO
D-TQUR

DOWNTOWN
WALKING TOURS

Maidans/Squares
Art and Culture
Heritage Sites
Cafés, Bars and Restaurants
Mightlife and Entertainment
Vintage Hotels

Ismaelia Properties »
Passageways
Ismaelia Tour Path

Tawfigia Tour Path

Length of each tour:
3 -3.5km

Duration of each tour:
2 hours + break

For more information
and tour registeration:
www . calro-dtour.com
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Centered around Maidan al-Opera, the historical
center of Downtown, this tour explores the old
entertainment district encompassing Alfi and
imad al-Din Streets, with its legendary theaters,
cabarets and cinemas. It also explores the
historical grand hotels, and brings to life the
colorful history surrounding Clot Bey Street.

lsmaelia Walking Tour TR E N
Downtown Present

AlEnrrhor i Sereet

In recent decades a new epicenter has emerged
around Maidan Tahrir and Maidan Talaat Harb.
As passageways and cafés became the haunt
of the new generation, nightclubs, bars and
restaurants were rediscovered and revitalized,
while art galleries and performance spaces
sprung up as new life was injected into the heart
of Downtown.

The Golden Age of Downtown Cairo blossomed in
the early 20th century when foreign communities
were drawn to Egypt's wealth of opportunity,
resulting in a rich, diverse, cosmopolitan culture.
The Belle Epoch had begun.

However by mid-century the allure began to
fade. Regional wars and the rise of nationalism
led foreign communities to depart. In their wake
Downtown was reconstituted as the commercial
and entertainment hub of Cairo's local cultural elite.
By the 1980s, Downtown underwent yet another
transformation, as the upper middle class fled the
city center, with its now crumbling infrastructure
and snarled traffic, to the new fashionable suburbs.
Once grand department stores, Parisian-styled
cafés and cabarets were transformed into low-end
malls, workshops, and storage spaces, or simply
closed up and forgotten.

With the dawn of a new century, signs of new life
began to appear. Warehouses were transformed
into art galleries and perforrmance spaces, old
dusty bars and cafés were rediscovered as a
younger generation of artists, journalists, students
and activists—those who spearheaded the 201
Revolution — contributing to its revitalization and
potential future gentrification. Today a process of
reawakening Downtown is under way.

D-Tour's itinerary touches on the wide diversity of
Downtown: from its urban history, art galleries,
cultural spaces and architectural landmarks to
café's, bars, restaurants and cinemas.

Two walking tours cover different aspects of the
Downtown experience: the Tawfigia Tour unearthing
the lost legends of Downtown's past, the lsmaelia
Tour showcasing the reinvention of Downtown.




